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Sandra M. Chafouleas, Ph.D. 

Sandra M. Chafouleas is a professor in the school psychology program, and research scientist with the 

Center for Behavioral Education and Research (CBER) within the Neag School of Education at the 

University of Connecticut. Dr. Chafouleas received her Ph.D. in school psychology from Syracuse 

University and has been a licensed psychologist in Connecticut since 2001. Her primary areas of research 

involve school-based behavior assessment as well as the application of evidence-based strategies in 

schools. She has authored over 100 articles, book chapters, and books. She serves as the Project 

Director on IES-funded projects related to evaluation of school-based behavior assessment tools 

involving Direct Behavior Rating (Project VIABLE, VIABLE-II) and post-doctoral fellowship (Project PBER). 

She is a member of the Society for the Study of School Psychology and a fellow in both the American 

Psychological Association and Association for Psychological Science. Prior to becoming a university 

trainer, she worked as a school psychologist and school administrator in a variety of settings dealing 

with children with behavior disorders. 

Benjamin S. Fernandez, EdS  

Benjamin S. Fernandez has been working in the field of school psychology for 16 years and is currently a 

lead school psychologist for Loudoun County Public Schools (LCPS) in Northern Virginia. In his service to 

LCPS, he fulfills the typical role of a school psychologist by completing assessments, consultation, threat 

assessment, suicide prevention, and is a member of the PBIS, RtI, and clinical teams at his assigned 

schools. In addition to these duties, Mr. Fernandez is a crisis intervention team leader for one of the 

district-wide teams comprised of school psychologists and school social workers. He also is responsible 

for the development and annual maintenance of the school district's crisis team manual. Mr. Fernandez 

is appointed as one of the PREPaRE trainers for LCPS and oversees debriefings of crisis staff after large 

scale deployments. He conducts trainings in the areas of crisis management and intervention, PREPaRE 

workshops, depression awareness/suicide prevention, and issues impacting ELL/immigrant students. He 

is an active participant in the PREPaRE Workgroup and is Coordinator Elect for the Crisis Intervention in 

the Schools Interest Group. In addition, he also serves as the Northern Virginia Regional Representative 

for the Virginia Academy of School Psychologists and was recently named the 2012 NASP National 

School Psychologist of the Year. 

Susan Gorin, M.A., CAE 

Susan Gorin is the Executive Director of the National Association of School Psychologists (NASP) in 

Bethesda, MD.  NASP empowers school psychologists by advancing effective practices to improve 

students’ learning, behavior, and mental health. Prior to coming to NASP in 1993, Ms. Gorin served as 

Assistant Executive Director for Member and Unit Services and Coordinator of Student Leadership at the 

Council for Exceptional Children for over 18 years.  Her B.S. and M.A. are in Education. Ms. Gorin has 

held the Certified Association Executive credential since 1991. 



Ursula Hermann, Ph.D. 

Ursula Hermann serves as the Director of Student Services for Montgomery County MD Public Schools 

(MCPS) where she develops, coordinates, implements, administers, and evaluates a comprehensive 

program of student services, including pupil personnel, school psychology, counseling, school health, 

and social work.  She is currently working at redefining service delivery within comprehensive and 

coordinated student services teams. 

Dr. Hermann previously held positions as a counselor, assistant principal, principal within an alternative 

program and comprehensive middle schools, and a community superintendent.  She holds a Master of 

Arts (M.A.) in Counseling Education from Northern Michigan University and a Doctorate (Ph.D.) in 

Educational Administration from Wayne State University.   

She started her career in Michigan and has served in Virginia, Washington State before coming to 

Maryland in 2000.  She has been recognized and is known for her ability to effect positive change and 

provide leadership and vision within a collaborative climate.  She is focused on developing social 

emotional learning (SEL) as a critical component within all MCPS schools with coordinated student 

services teams to appropriately address school safety and mental health supports for all children. 

Kelly Vaillancourt, Ph.D., NCSP 

Kelly is the Director of Government Relations for the National Association of School Psychologists, where 

she works collaboratively with public policy makers, educational and health professionals, and elected 

officials to advocate for the importance and value of school psychology, school psychologists and school 

psychological services. She also represents NASP on a number of coalitions working to advocate for 

public policies that support NASP’s mission.  Prior to joining the NASP staff in 2011, Kelly spent seven 

years practicing as a school psychologist in Loudoun County Public Schools (VA). During her time in 

Loudoun County, Kelly served as a Central Based Crisis Team Leader, was a member of the Positive 

Behavior Interventions and Supports coordination team.  Kelly has reviewed articles for CEC’s 

Exceptional Children and the International Journal of Education Policy & Leadership and has delivered 

professional presentations, trainings, and in-services on PBIS, data collection and analysis, school 

violence, crisis intervention, and mental health awareness.  Kelly earned her M.A. and Certificate of 

Advanced Study in School Psychology from Appalachian State University and her Ph.D. in Education 

Policy at George Mason University.  

 


